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Warning: The language and photos used in this
display are representative of the era from which

they are taken and should be viewed within the
context of that period.



The 1950s and 1960s marked a time of
great civil unrest in this nation. The
affects of racism had exacted a grave toll
on the African American population of

the United States, individually and
collectively. U.S. citizens were taking
sides. With a nation divided, brave men
and women stepped forward to lead us
through a turbulent and violent period In
our history.



The city of Milwaukee was beginning to awaken to the
murmurings of dissatisfaction with the status quo. Local activists
were embracing the words, actions, and deeds of

Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., President John F. Kennedy,
Rosa Parks, Rev. Jesse Jackson, The Little Rock Nine,

Thurgood Marshall, Medgar Evers, James Meredith, The Freedom
Riders, and Malcolm X. There was a call to action.

The plight of Milwaukeeans who faced discrimination as a way of
life would no longer be ignored. Father James Groppi, Vel
Phillips, Lloyd Barbee, Sister Claire Marie , O.S.F. and others
would bring attention to the need for change and equality for all
residents of Milwaukee. There were open housing marches,
rallies, speeches about educational segregation, demonstrations
for equality and civil disobedience. There was fear, violence and
there were arrests.



A small liberal arts college for
women was also responding to the
call for social justice and equality
for al/l For
Alverno College had taken a strong
position on equal rights through
service and education. The Alverno
administration attacked the issues of
social injustice and inequality on
several fronts; engaging various
means to communicate the issues
and invoke change. From the late
1930s through the turbulent 1960s,
the college, the School Sisters of
Saint Francis, faculty, and students
participated in numerous activities

to bring about change and to educate
the public about race and gender
discrimination.
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Exterior photo of the Alverno College administration

building, circa 1960s. The campus is located on
Mi | waukeebs south
Avenue and S. 43¢ street.
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The mission of the School Sisters of Saint Francis has always been

one of serving the poor and those in need. Those same tenets were
essential to the founding of Alverno College in 1887 by the S.S.S.F.

The belief that oin serving, we ar
In 1873 when the Franciscan religious order was established in

America.

oOur Commi t ment to Justi ce, Peace and

Our charism calls us to be attentive to the signs of the times and

contemporary needs, and to respond to the cry of those who are poor. As a
congregation, we are committed to working for reconciliation and justice,
promoting just social structures and upholding the rights and human dignity

of people who are poor and oppressed. In the spirit of St. Francis, we struggle

for reconciliation and peace among nations and individuals. We walk humbly

on the earth and cherish the goodness

Excerpt from the School Sisters of Saint Francis websitehttp://www.sssf.org/english/intl -aboutJustice.shtml
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