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THE FACULTY

Making an Art Form

of Assessment

A small women’s college has become a model for
determining what students have learned.

BY BURTON BOLLAG
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Gl AANY PakENEs and legislators, the bottom ling of a collese educa-

fron 15 what a student leams, Collezes strugele o find the best way o

assess student Jeamning and then comniunicate the results te outsid-

ers. Incressingly, calls are heard for standardieed tests toomeadore collepe

stiedents” performance amd (o be gble o compare imstitutions” edueations
with one snother,

A that push continues, Alverno College, & small Catholic women’s col-

lege here. has Beer a surprising mecca Tor assessing what students learn.

Its administrators and professors.are regularly invited (o colleges around
the world 10 share their approach, and each summer scores of colblege
officials come o Milwaukee for o workshop on the subject,

Princeton Universitv. the University of California at Berkeley, and New
Yok University School of Law have congulted with Alverno, as have the
University of South Awstradia and City University of Hong EKong,

But Alverno is not a proponent of No Child Left Behind-tvpe ac-
countability standards in higher education. In fact. Alverno scrapped
grades decades ago. The college has integrated assessment into its entire



