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What is NSSE?

NSSE researchers have sent the survey 

to a random sample of  Alverno First -Year 

students and Senior students in 2001, 

2003, 2005, and 2007 ñalong with 

thousands of  students at hundreds of  

colleges and universities.
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Why does Alverno use NSSE?

Alverno faculty and academic staff  have 

confidence in results from the NSSE 

because they can compare what they 

see on this survey with what they 

experience day -to -day. NSSE is another 

lens faculty use to monitor how Alverno 

students experience their learning. 
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Institutional Comparisons 1

NSSE Comparisons: Responses to the 2007 

questionnaire from students who attend Alverno were 

compared to responses from students who 

üAttend other colleges for women (n=21 colleges)

üAttend other colleges among Alvernoõs Carnegie 

Peers (n=34 colleges)

üAttend all other colleges in the sample (n=610 

colleges and universities). 

Responses were compared separately for First -Year   

and Senior students and for each of five benchmarksé

1 Caution: NSSE does not identify or rank participating institutions
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NSSE 2007: Student Response Rate

Alverno: 60% 1

Womenõs Colleges: 43%2

Carnegie Peers: 35% 3

All NSSE 2007: 30% 4

1 n=267 of 446 Alverno students responding
2 n=21 colleges with 4,671 of 10,778 students responding
3 n=34 colleges with 12,079 of 34,043 students responding 
4 All NSSE Respondents: 295,472 of 977,403 students at 610 very different colleges 

and universities



û#ü

1. Are students engaged in their 

learning?

2. Does an Alverno education 

lead to student learning?

3. Are student perceptions stable 

over time?

Alverno Student Perceptions
(not performance on assessments) 1

1 Caution: Surveys cannot substitute for faculty judgment of the quality of student 

performance on faculty-designed assessments.
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ü Level of  Academic Challenge

ü Active and Collaborative Learning

ü Student Interactions With Faculty

ü Enriching Educational Experiences

ü Supportive Campus Environment

Five Effective Educational Practices 1:
NSSE Benchmarks 2

1 Derived from higher education research literature

2 Each benchmark of effective educational practice summarizes student responses 

across 6 to 11 questions.
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1 For 10 comparisons, 9 are above average at a statistically significant level. 

NSSE weighted all comparisons for gender, enrollment status, and institutional size. 

NSSE 2007 First -Year and Senior Students Say 
Alverno is Engaging Them in Their Learning

Comparison with

All NSSE 2007 Students1

Effective Educational Practices

NSSE Benchmarks

Below

Average
Average

Above 

Average

Level of Academic Challenge FY     SR

Active and Collaborative Learning FY      SR

Student-Faculty Interaction FY      SR

Enriching Educational Experiences FY SR

Supportive Campus Environment FY      SR
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Comparison with Students from Highly

EngagingInstitutions

Five NSSE Benchmarks
Equal to 

Top 50%

Above Top 

50%

Above Top 

10%

Level of Academic Challenge FY SR

Active and Collaborative Learning FY      SR

Student-Faculty Interaction FY     SR

Enriching Educational Experiences

Supportive Campus Environment FY     SR

For 10 comparisons across first-year and senior students on five benchmarks,
6 comparisons likely place Alverno in the high end of the top 50% of colleges and 
3 comparisons likely place Alverno in the high end of the top 10% of colleges. 
NSSE does not rank or identify institutions.

1 NSSE weighted means for gender, enrollment status, and institutional size



û#ü

1. Are students engaged in their 

learning?

2. Does an Alverno education 

lead to student learning?

3. Are student perceptions stable 

over time?

Alverno Student Perceptions
(not performance on assessments)
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Alverno studies its innovations through peer review and benchmarking in consortia and 

independent research that compares selected colleges on student learning.

Documenting Effective 
Educational Practice 

(DEEP Study)

Kuh, Kinzie, Schuh, Whitt, & Associates, 2005

Alverno was one of 

20 colleges and 

universities 

selected for 

indepth study by 

higher education 

researchers in 

Student Success 

in College.
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ü òLivingó mission and òlivedó educational philosophy

ü An unshakeable focus on student learning

ü Environments adapted for educational enrichment

ü Clear pathways to student success

ü An improvement -oriented ethos

ü Shared responsibility for educational quality and 

student success

Six Success Conditions 1 Common
to Educationally Effective Colleges 2

1 For Alvernoôs Higher Learning Commission (HLC) Self Study in 2006, Alverno compared its 

practices on the HLC criteria and also on the six success conditions from the DEEP study.

2 Kuh, Kinzie, Schuh, Whitt, & Associates, 2005
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2. Does an Alverno education 

lead to student learning?

3. Are student perceptions stable 

over time?
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Alverno NSSE Results are Stable Over Time 1

1 NSSE did not compute Enriching Educational Experiences, because of item changes over time.
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Alverno Students are Satisfied Because 
They are Learning

How would you evaluate your entire 

educational experience at this institution?

4=excellent

3=good

2=fair

1=poor

1

2

3

4

First-Year Senior

Alverno College Findings for the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 2007
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Alverno Students are Satisfied 
Because They are Learning

If  you could start over again, would you 

go to the same institution you are now 

attending?

4=definitely yes

3=probably yes

2=probably no

1=definitely no
1

2

3

4

First-Year Senior

Alverno College Findings for the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 2007
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Students Say They are Learning What 
Faculty and Academic Staff  Expect

Educational and Personal Growth 1

To what extent has your experience at this 
institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, 
and personal development  in the following 
areas?

ü On 42 of 48 comparisons, both first -year and senior 

Alverno students rated their educational and personal 

growth significantly higher compared with students at 

womenõs colleges, colleges like Alverno (Carnegie 

peers), and all colleges.
1 16 items

Alverno College Findings for the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) 2007
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a) Acquiring a broad general education

b) Acquiring job or work -related knowledge and skills

c) Writing clearly and effectively

d) Speaking clearly and effectively

e) Thinking critically and analytically

f) Analyzing quantitative problems

g) Using computing and information technology

h) Working effectively with others

1 16 items on NSSE 2007

For the 48 Comparisons, What Areas of  
Growth  did Students Rate? 1 
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i) Voting in local, state, or national elections

j) Learning effectively on your own

k) Understanding yourself

l) Understanding people of  other racial and ethnic 

backgrounds

m) Solving complex real -world problems

n) Developing a personal code of  values and ethics

o) Contributing to the welfare of  your community

p) Developing a deepened sense of  spirituality

1 16 items on NSSE 2007

For the 48 Comparisons, What Areas of 
Growth  did Students Rate? 1 continued 
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How does Alverno use NSSE 
results?

Since 2001, faculty and staff  have used the 

results to improve the curriculum. For example, 

Alverno used the results in 2001 to focus its 

improvement initiatives. This included 

developing more what  faculty already knew: 

opportunities for students to study abroad and 

engage in deep and rich conversations with 

faculty outside of  class. Thus, Alverno enhanced 

the International/ Cultural Center with faculty 

fellowships and study abroad. Alverno Debates 

merged with Alverno Presents .


